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IAFC conference report 
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Silverman, Alan 

Tiny colonial town gets high-pressure 
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Steidel, Jack 
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Volunteers Corner .. 


Taylor, Richard 


Thomson, R. R. 
Vols. use TV to make train. more 


Van Dusen, Eric L. 
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Ventimiglia, Mike 
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Walton, Bob 
Trapped residents rescued from hotel fire . 
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Williams, Dave E. 
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Windle, Dave 
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Witmer, David 
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Zuccarelli, L. A. 
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Tax-Exempt VFD Loans 


Tax-exempt status is now available for 
loans to volunteer fire departments issued 
after December 1980. 

This is provided in Section 103i of the IRS 
Code, and is a result of Public Law 97-34, 
Title VIII, subtitle B section 812 of the Eco- 
nomic Recovery Act of 1981. The tax-ex- 
empt loan status was supported by the Na- 
tional Volunteer Fire Council. 

Information on obtaining these loans is 
available from: Assist: ~t Commissioner, 
Technical, Individual Income Tax Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, 1111 Constitution 
Ave., Washington, D.C. 20224. 


FAMD Officer Elected 


The Fire Apparatus Manufacturers Divi- 
sion (FAMD) of the Truck Body and Equip- 
ment Association, Inc., has elected the fol- 
lowing officers for the 1981-82 term: 

President, William H. Barnes, Akron Brass 
Co., Wooster, Ohio; Ist vice president, 
Thomas C. Sutphen, Sutphen Corp., Amlin, 
Ohio; 2nd vice president, Philip W. Schwab, 
Duo-Safety Ladder Corp., Oshkosh, Wis.; 
secretary-treasurer, Alan R. Saulsbury, 
Saulsbury Fire Equipment Corp., Tully, 
N.Y.; and divisional director, Thomas E. 
McLendon, Jr., Jaco Industries, Inc., Mobile, 
Ala. 


Elderly Receive Detectors 


Senior citizens in Lynwood, Calif., have 
received over 1000 smoke detectors through 
the efforts of the Lynwood Fire Fire Fighters’ 
Association. The association began dis- 
tributing free smoke detectors in January 
1980. 

The association, as well as city council 
funds and federal grant. monies, paid for the 
detectors. 


Arson Investigation Aided 


Lab chromatographs for analyzing arson 
evidence are now being used in nine crime 
laboratories throughout New York state. 
Provided by the Office of Fire Prevention and 
Control’s arson laboratory improvement 
program, the equipment eliminates the need 
for changeover and recalibration time. 


Be 
From the Publishers Desk 


It’s the Season to Take a Look 
At What New Year May Bring 


It’s the season to be jolly and it’s also the 
season to wonder what’s ahead as the new 
year makes its debut 
as 1982. 

The general state 
of the economy and 
the termination of 
revenue sharing by 
the federal govern- 
ment will affect the 
decisions of fire 
chiefs. The con- 
cerns of chiefs in 
these areas will be 
shared by the man- 
ufacturers of fire service equipment. In the 
nearly 30 states that administer Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
regulations, budgets will be strained to buy 
personal protective equipment mandated for 
all fire departments in those states. 

Municipalities no longer will be able to buy 
apparatus with revenue sharing funds—a 
process that has made such purchases seem 
almost painless to budget preparers in the 
past. Therefore, a shrinkage of apparatus 
orders from municipalities can be expected 
as cities and towns prune capital expendi- 
tures to keep tax rates in familiar territory. 

On the other hand, volunteer fire depart- 
ments that raise all or most of their operating 
funds will continue to buy apparatus. Ifa 
greater effort is needed to raise funds, the 
volunteer fire fighters will make that effort. 

Resumption of production at two fire ap- 
paratus plants in 1981 is an indication of 
confidence in the future of the fire apparatus 
industry. Both the Seagrave Fire Apparatus 
and Maxim Motor Company plants that were 
closed for brief intervals after they got into 
financial difficulties have been reopened by 
new investors. 

Apparatus prices will be affected not only 
by the inflation rate in 1982, but also by the 
prime rate. Working capital is limited in the 
fire apparatus industry, which depends ex- 
tensively on borrowing to purchase apparatus 
components. In some cases, manufacturers 
are offering a financial incentive for pur- 
chasers to supply up-front money with ad- 
ditional payments in the late stages of pro- 
duction and after delivery. 

The personal equipment market, which 
includes self-contained breathing apparatus, 
turnout coats, bunker pants, helmets, boots 
and gloves, will benefit from increased pur- 
chasing mandated by OSHA regulations. In 
those states which do not enforce OSHA 
regulations, the federal OSHA people have no 
authority to apply their regulations to mu- 
nicipal employees—which includes paid and 
volunteer fire fighters. Industrial fire bri- 
gades have been subject to OSHA regulations 
since December 1980. 
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